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EU SPS Reset & Regulation of Plant Protection Products: Myth Busters for Growers 
  
The UK and EU are negotiating a Common Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) area covering food, 
feed, plant health, animal health and pesticide regulation. The aim is to reduce border 
friction, costs and delays for agri-food trade. The UK Government has stated its intention for the 
agreement to take effect in mid-2027, subject to negotiations and legislation being completed SPS 
agreement: preparing your business - GOV.UK. 
 
This document focuses on the potential impact of the SPS on future regulation of plant protection 
products (PPPs).  
 

• MYTH 1: The UK will lose all control over regulation of plant protection products.  
 

FACT: Under the EU system, active substances are approved at EU level and so UK will no longer 
be able to make decisions on the approval or withdrawal of active substances. Product 
authorisations, however, remain a national responsibility so that UK will still be able to authorise 
PPPs for use here. 
 

• MYTH 2: Off-label authorisations (EAMUs) will be made by the EU, therefore HCP’s 
services will become irrelevant. 

 
FACT: As with on-label uses of PPPs, decisions about EAMU authorisations are taken at a national 
regulatory level rather than by the EU; in the UK, these decisions are made by the Health and 
Safety Directorate (HSE). Therefore under SPS, HCP will continue to make EAMU applications to 
HSE on behalf of UK growers.  
 

• MYTH 3: Emergency Authorisations will no longer be possible.  
 

FACT: Emergency Authorisations remain available under the EU regime where a serious plant 
health threat cannot be controlled by other reasonable means. As with EAMUs, national regulators 
(HSE for the UK) determine whether an Emergency Authorisation should be granted.. 
  

• MYTH 4: Growers will immediately lose access to plant protection products that have 
been withdrawn in the EU. 
 

FACT: It is expected that under SPS, changes to pesticide regulation will be managed through 
implementation arrangements and potentially transitional measures. Impacts on individual PPPs will 
depend on final negotiations and regulatory decisions.  
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• MYTH 5: The SPS reset is only about cross border trade paperwork.  

 
FACT: The agreement is expected to cover pesticide active substances, maximum residue levels 
(MRLs), biocides and wider SPS legislation.  
 

• MYTH 6: There are no benefits for growers regarding PPPs under alignment with the 
EU. 

 
FACT: While it is expected that the UK will lose access to some plant protection products through 
the process, alignment could improve access to some crop protection technologies available in the 
EU and reduce trade friction for horticultural and agricultural businesses.  
 
 

• MYTH 7: British growers will immediately have access to all the products that are available 
in the EU, through mutual recognition arrangements. 

FACT – Although the active substance approvals in the EU would also apply in the UK, any 
products would still need to be authorised by HSE for specific crops, before being available to 
growers. UK conditions can impact on risk assessments, potentially still leading to different 
decisions to those of other countries in the EU.   
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